
October l4, 2022 

Dear St. Anthony School ‘ohana, 

Today marked the end of the First Quarter of school.  The students have been working very 
hard and everyone seems to have enjoyed this quarter and making good progress.   

This month has been a busy one.  We started by commemorating the Feast Day of St. Francis of 
Assisi by bringing back the Blessing of the Animals on 
Tuesday, October 4th.  All the students gathered in the 
courtyard with their pets, stuffed animals, and photos.  
Father William led a prayer service and then walked 
around the courtyard blessing the pets with a sprinkling 
of Holy Water!  Pets are gifts from Heaven, and they 
brought much joy to the humans who own them and the 
humans who met them on this day! 

The teachers had a workday on Tuesday, October 11th which 
focused on preparing for our upcoming accreditation visit in 
February for the Western Association Schools and 
Conferences (WASC) /Western Catholic Education Association 
(WCEA).  It was a very productive day and helped us not only 
prepare for the upcoming visit but time to reflect upon the 
strengths of our school.  

Next week, (October l7-21), Grades 2-8 will be taking the Terra Nova Standardized tests which 
start promptly at 7:50am each morning.  The schedule will be modified for this week so that 
regularly scheduled specialty classes may not be occurring as many of these teachers are also 
helping to proctor exams.  Testing will usually finish around mid-morning, after which regular 
instruction will occur. An informational letter was sent home to the grade levels that will be 
participating in the testing.  Please review the letter with your child so that they may be 
adequately prepared for testing on Monday. 

A resident of Makawao Street raised a concern today after dismissal.  She was very upset after 
witnessing a student exiting the school on a bike who was almost hit by a car that was 
reversing.  Her concern was the amount of traffic and the speed that the cars were moving all 
the way down Makawao Street.  If you have children who bike or walk home, please remind 
them to be extra alert on Makawao Street due to the congestion.  Also, parents need to be 
aware of the fact that there are children who are on bikes or on foot and proceed with caution 
through the drive through and when exiting the school.  No children are permitted to wait 



down the street or at the ELC to be picked up. All children should wait for their parents in the 
designated area.  

Mahalo to the Mrs. Jofe Soriano of the PTSG and our wonderful 
parents who coordinated and decorated classroom doors this weekend 
for Halloween and Harvest Fest. The doors are amazing! 

Speaking of Harvest Fest, you may now sign up to work at this fun 
family event. Just go to PTSG Harvest Fest on the website.  Harvest 
Fest will be on Friday, October 28 from 5:00 to 8:00pm.  Tickets will be 
available for purchase this week.  There will be fun games, costumes, 
food, photo booth, and a Haunted House!  Come join us for a 
“Spooktacular” Night of frolic and fright!   

The Early Learning Center (ELC) students will be heading on to the 
Pumpkin Patch in Waimanalo on Wednesday, Oct. l9 to pick a perfect pumpkin!  They also 
enjoyed their very first field trip in two years in 
which they visited the Kailua Fire Station!  They 
got to shoot the hose, tour the fire station, and 
cheer on Firefighter Reece as he climbed up the 
l0l ft. ladder to take our picture from the sky!  

Middle School has also been very busy.  Sixth 
Grade participated in an in-school retreat on Oct. 
12th in which they collaborated with each other 
to make puzzles and gratitude trees!  7th Grade 
went to Coconut Island to work with scientists 
from the University of Hawaii. The 8th graders had a visit from the Director of Admissions from 
Damian High School.   

The entire Middle School had a special assembly on Thursday,10/13 where they participated in 
a Zoom call with a former St. Anthony student, Dominic Bush, c/o 2008.  Dominic is currently 

working on his PhD from East Carolina University and is 
the lead in a research project sponsored by National 
Geographic investigating underwater archaeological 
sites (mainly World War II) found in the waters off 
Maui and Lanai.  From the research vessel, Nautilus, 
schools have been able to speak to the scientists and 
researchers about the project. Dominic attended St. 
Anthony School from preschool to 8th grade and 
graduated from Notre Dame.  He told the students that 

he credited St. Anthony School for helping to shape him into the man he is today and thanked 
his teachers for showing him that they really cared for him and helped him to find and pursue 
his creativity.  



Report Cards will be sent home next week Friday, Oct. 21st.  Please review your child’s Report 
Card with them to discuss areas of strength and areas and strategies for improvement.  It is 
evident that the children have been working very hard and we want to acknowledge their 
efforts and encourage them to continue to try their best. 

The season of Fall is upon us and brings upon flu and cold season.  We have been experiencing 
a higher-than-normal season of illnesses and ailments, such as RSV, the flu and Hand, Foot, and 
Mouth.  Our top priority remains the health and well-being of everyone in our school 
community and we continue to do everything in our power to stop the spread of illness. 
Students who exhibit symptoms of any illness will be sent home and must remain home until 
they are symptom free for 24 hours without the aid of medication.   

We thank you for your cooperation and support as we look forward to a wonderful Second 
Quarter. 

Blessings, 

Bridget Olsen 
Principal 
 
“Do not forget your purpose and destiny as God's creature.”  Saint Francis of Assisi 

 

 

 


